


Kick-off

Tuesday the 22nd of May the
official kick-off of the WUC
Cycling took place. We worked
for many months to achieve this
mile stone. The plans for the
WUC Cycling 2008 were
enthusiastically greeted by the
audience. Maarten Ducrot
(former professional cyclist and
presenter with the Dutch TV
Network NOS) held the attention
of more than 130 guests for
over an hour when he
introduced them to the plans of

the organizing committee.

Nienke Vos (Organizing Committee)

The (potential) partners and

press also listened to interviews

with amongst others prof. dr. C.
Blom (ex-rector of the Radboud
University), dhr. P. Depla
(Alderman of Sports in
Nijmegen) and drs. G. Prick
(Mayor of Groesbeek).

Here the uniqueness of this
event was stressed. Never
before such a world
championship was held in the
Netherlands, even though it is a
country famous for cycling.
What's more, never before has
the organization of a World
Championship Cycling
consisted of only students.
Further attention was given to
the new permanent mountain
bike marathon routenetwork
which will be purpose-built for
this event in Nijmegen,
Groesbeek and their
surroundings.

That is why Mr. P Tilstra of the

Federation Internationale du

Sport Universitaire (FISU) spoke
with great admiration about the
accomplishments of the
organizing committee thus far.

In addition to the several
interviews there were also the
presentation of the house style
and the live launch of the

website www.wucc2008.com. At

the end of the presentation
Maarten Ducrot asked for
feedback from the audience and
also asked potential partners if
they had definite ideas about

cooperation.

> Maarten Ducrot

This led to some unexpected
commitments from the audience. The
organizing committee will be
negotiating with the parties in question.
All'in all the kick-off was a great

success for our organization



Partners and Sponsors

Several new partners and
sponsors have joined the WUC
Cycling 2008 network.
Newspaper De Gelderlander is
now an official partner of the
event. In the build-up to the
world championship De
Gelderlander offers several
opportunities to promote the
event, so everyone in the
Nijmegen area will be
acquainted with the event.
Besides the partnership with De
Gelderlander two business
partners can be announced:
Verhees Reclameproducties
and YuAre. Verhees specialises
in advertising production. They
already lent their first services to
the kick-off, with six beautiful
canvasses hanging on the walls
which depicted the logos of the
partners in business already
involved.

YuAre provides us with free
YuAre accounts. By means of
this ICT-network system we can
have access to all of our own
documents and e-mail from

anywhere in the world.

Furthermore a contract has
been signed with KPMG. They
will take care of the financial
transactions of the event and
they will also make a financial
contribution. Several meetings
with potential sponsors will be

held the coming weeks.

Organization

The organization has been
expanded in the last two months
with no less than nine new
committee members. They will
fulfil part time duties in the
operational committees
alongside their studies. The
organizing committee is still
busy recruiting new committee
members. We are also in search

of a fulltime secretary.

To optimize communication
within the organization a month
ago the first internal newsletter
has been send round. Therefore
all members of the operational
committees are informed of all
what’s going on in the

organization.

A small change has occurred in
the Recommendation
Committee. Mr. Blom has
resigned as Rector of the
Raboud University. His
successor, Mr. Kortmann, has
already announced that he will
take Mr. Blom’s place in the

Recommendation Committee.

There have also been several
developments in our policy.
There has been a policy
meeting in order to draw up a
road map. This road map will be
the blueprint for our future
planning. All the deadlines of
our organization will be drawn
up, so it will be mapped out if

we are on the right track.

Launch of the website

As stated before, the website
has officially been launched at
the kick-off. The press of a
button (in cooperation with the
companies behind the website:
Roguin e-solutions and Nies
and Partners) started the
suspenseful countdown for the

launch of the website. The



website will contain all the ins
and outs of the event. Every
target group will find the
information they need on the
website; participants and
volunteers, spectators and
(potential) partners. There is
also the possibility to watch the
film made at the kick-off and
there are several beautiful
pictures. The website will be
updated regularly, so everyone
will be well informed on the
latest developments regarding
the WUC Cycling 2008.

Courses

The last couple of months the
technical committee has been
very busy plotting courses and
acquiring permits. And their
work has paid off: they have
almost finished planning the
courses. We expect to reveal
the final courses via the website

and news letter very soon.

Volunteers
A world championship does not
organize itself. That is why the

organizing committee is working

full-time organizing the event.
The operational committees are
also in full swing. But we also
look behind the scenes of other
events. By helping as volunteers
we learn a lot for our own event.
The last two months we have
helped with the Batavierenrace,
the Marikenloop, and the GNSK.
These are three events which
have been very successful, and
which have provided us with lots

of insights.

Mountain bike marathon

Routenetwork

> From left to right: G. Steins (Mayor of
Kranenburg), M. Janssen (Amtsleiter
Kranenburg), Arjan Vernhout, Larix
Bouwman en Kevin Mori (mountain
bike marathon routenetwork

committee).

On the tenth of May the
committee, under guidance of
mayor G. Steins of Kranenburg

and Theo Jacobs (City of

Nijmegen), has held a meeting
for the several Dutch and
German municipalities,
environmental organizations,
tourist boards, NTFU and
Euregio, to inform them on the
WUC Cycling 2008 and the
mountain bike marathon
Routenetwork.

The committee has held an
elaborate presentation. At the
end the idea of a permanent
route network was discussed,
and to see if there was a broad
base. The committee is very
satisfied with the reactions and
the support by all those present
for the plan of a permanent
route network. There is a great
willingness to work together on
a cross-border route network.
For the WUC Cycling 2008 as
well as the permanent route
network it is now of the utmost
importance to come to an
agreement on the use of the

Ketelwald (www.ketelwald.nl).

Several meetings are being held
this very moment to work on this

agreement in every detail.



